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Why the 2019 Conferences Still Matter Today

Remember 2019? Back when "thermal energy storage" sounded more like science fiction than a $33 billion

industry? The energy storage 2019 conference circuit became the launchpad for technologies now defining our

decarbonization race. Let's unpack why these events remain the Rosetta Stone for today's breakthroughs.

The Underground Battles of Thermal Storage

At the International Renewable Energy Storage Conference 2019, geologists and engineers waged a silent war

over rocks. Not just any rocks - magnetite versus quartzite in thermal energy storage systems (TES). The

findings? 

  Magnetite stored 18% more energy per cubic meter

  Quartzite boasted 2.3% higher charge-discharge efficiency

  Hybrid systems showed 91% round-trip efficiency - a game changer for industrial heat applications

Dr. Filali Baba's team proved something revolutionary: Sometimes the best batteries aren't batteries at all.

Their molten salt-TESM (thermal energy storage material) combos now power Spanish solar farms 24/7.

Microgrids Grow Teeth at POWERGEN 2019

While Tesla's Megapack dominated headlines, the real action happened in conference halls. Jacqueline

DeRosa's "Storage-Forward Microgrids" keynote at POWERGEN 2019 predicted today's energy resilience

scramble:

3 Predictions That Became Reality

  "Islandable" systems - Now 43% of new microgrids feature black-start capabilities

  Behind-the-meter economics - Commercial storage ROI periods dropped from 7 to 3.8 years

  Cyber-secure architectures - 2025's blockchain-based energy trading traces its roots here

Remember the chuckles when DeRosa said "Your fridge will negotiate electricity prices"? Today's smart

appliances prove she wasn't joking.

Materials Science Meets Muscle

The 2019 conferences revealed an arms race in storage media. Beyond lithium's dominance, dark horses

emerged:
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    Material

    Energy Density (Wh/L)

    2019 Cost ($/kWh)

    2025 Projection

  

  

    Vanadium Flow

    25

    350

    Market leader for grid-scale

  

  

    Zinc-Air

    108

    90

    EV range extender favorite

  

  

    Graphene Supercaps

    315

    1200

    Revolutionizing fast charging

  

As one engineer quipped: "We're not just storing electrons anymore - we're herding them with atomic

precision." The 2019 data explosion birthed today's AI-driven material discovery platforms.

Regulatory Tectonics Shift

While FERC 841 stole the U.S. spotlight, international delegates dropped bombshells:

  China's "" (Energy Storage New Deal) draft leaked - later becoming 2020's $1.4T infrastructure plan

  EU's "Battery Passport" concept emerged - now mandatory for 2025 EV batteries

  California's SB 700 incentives blueprint inspired 22 states' storage mandates

The takeaway? Policy became the ultimate storage technology. Or as a German delegate put it: "We're not

building megawatts - we're legislating them into existence."

The Hydrogen Wildcard
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Before hydrogen became the 2020s darling, 2019's side sessions buzzed with ammonia cracking prototypes.

Early adopters like Japan's ENEOS demonstrated:

  60% round-trip efficiency for H2 storage

  2.3x cost reductions in metal hydride tanks

  Blending up to 15% hydrogen in natural gas pipelines

Fast forward to 2025 - these pilot projects now anchor Europe's REPowerEU strategy. Talk about planting

acorns that grow into oaks!

Software Eats the Grid

The most underrated trend? Digital twin technology for storage optimization. Siemens' presentation on their

"Virtual Power Plant OS" foreshadowed:

  92% prediction accuracy for battery degradation

  Machine learning-driven arbitrage strategies

  Cybersecurity protocols for distributed assets

Today's grid operators essentially run on code concepts beta-tested in 2019. As one developer joked: "Our

batteries don't just store energy - they daytrade it."

Web: https://silichicbaby.co.za
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