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When Batteries Met Policy: Beijing's ESC 2015 Summit

While Tesla hadn't yet debuted its Powerwall commercialy, the Energy Storage China 2015 conference (June
2-4, Beijing) became the crucible where Eastern manufacturing prowess met Western policy innovation. Over
800 delegates grappled with paradoxical market signals - A123's bankruptcy versus California's bold 1.3GW
storage mandate. CNESA's opening keynote prophetically asked: "Can storage do for renewables what iPhone
did for mobile internet?’

Key Breakthroughs at ESC 2015

First demonstration of flow battery systems under JPY 2000/kWh
Debate on "virtual energy storage" through demand response aggregation
Firedrill during sodium-sulfur battery safety workshop (irony noted)

IRES 2015: Where Engineers Danced With Utilities

The International Renewable Energy Storage Conference that year became the launchpad for technologies
now commonplace. A German consortium's molten salt storage integration in coa plants (65.5% round-trip
efficiency) foreshadowed today's hybrid energy systems. Meanwhile, the "flywheel vs lithium-ion" debates in
exhibition halls sounded suspiciously like Mac vs PC arguments from tech conferences.

Storage Tech Showdown

Outer-rotor flywheels achieving 98% cyclical efficiency
Early prototypes of vehicle-to-grid (V2G) bidirectional chargers
First commercial demonstration of Al-based SOC prediction models

Policy Laboratories: California Dreaming Meets German Precision

While not physically present, Californias AB 2514 mandate loomed large in technical sessions. Presenters
joked about creating "storage kombucha" - fermenting regulatory frameworks from German FIT models and
US market mechanisms. The rea star? An unassuming WMEP PV-Speicher study showing 22% cost
reductionsin residentia storage through standardized monitoring.

Ghosts of Conferences Past

The exhibition floor featured curious relics - a 3-ton lead-acid battery displayed beside sleek Li-ion racks like
a Model T next to Tedlas. Coffee breaks buzzed with whispers about Tesla's rumored "Gigafactory” plans.
Little did attendees know they were witnessing the last conference where "energy storage" would be discussed
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separately from smart grids and EV infrastructure.
Emerging Concepts That Stuck
"Storage-as-transmission” concept paper (later adopted in NY1SO markets)

Early blockchain applications for distributed storage coordination
First cost projections below $100/kWh for utility-scale lithium systems

The Hydrogen Elephant in the Room

While Power-to-Gas sessions remained sparsely attended, Siemens 6MW electrolyzer demo plant data quietly
impressed. The real drama unfolded during Q& A when a wind developer shouted: "I didn't come here to talk
about making natural gas!" - foreshadowing today's green hydrogen debates.

Web: https://silichicbaby.co.za

Page 2/2



