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Energy Storage Conferences 2019: Industry Milestones and Key Events

Navigating the 2019 Energy Storage Landscape

Back in 2019, the energy storage sector was like a teenager hitting a growth spurt - awkward but full of
potential. Industry events served as crucial meeting grounds where innovators debated whether lithium-ion
would maintain its crown or get dethroned by flow batteries. Let's unpack what made these conferences
essential for professionals.

Flagship Events That Shaped the Industry

Energy Storage North America (ESNA) - The Las Vegas edition attracted 8,000+ attendees discussing
grid-scale solutions

European Energy Storage Conference - Hosted in Brussels, focused on EU's first battery manufacturing
initiatives

China International Energy Storage Conference - Showcased the world's largest flow battery installation
(200MW/800MWh)

Emerging Technologies That Stole the Show

Remember when solid-state batteries were the shiny new toy? 2019 conferences buzzed with prototypes
promising 500Wh/kg densities. Meanwhile, thermal energy storage made waves with companies like Malta
Inc. demonstrating grid-scale heat storage using molten salt.

Policy Discussions That Mattered

FERC Order 841 implementation debates
Cdlifornia’s mandate for 1GW storage by 2020
EU battery passport pilot programs

Market Trends Revealed Through Data

The numbers told a compelling story: Global deployments jumped 62% year-over-year to 4.3GW. Behind
these statistics, conference panels dissected cost reductions hitting $150/kWh for utility-scale systems.
Analysts joked that battery prices were falling faster than conference attendees' coffee cups.

Storage-Plus Applications Taking Center Stage

Solar+storage PPAs dipping below $30/MWh
First commercial hydrogen hybrid systems
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Al-driven predictive maintenance platforms

Safety Innovations Addressing Industry Concerns

After severa high-profile battery fires, 2019 became the year of "safety by design." Conferences featured live
demonstrations of novel fire suppression systems and UL's updated 9540A safety standard workshops. One
exhibitor quipped, "We've moved from selling megawatts to selling peace of mind.”

Transportation Electrification Synergies
V2G (Vehicle-to-Grid) pilot results

Second-life EV battery projects
Fast-charging infrastructure partnerships

As the year closed, energy storage had clearly evolved from a niche technology to a grid cornerstone. While
2019's 4-hour duration systems now seem quaint compared to today's 8-hour behemoths, these conferences
laid crucial groundwork for the $33 billion industry we see today.
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