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Jason Burwen's Vision for the Next Era of Energy Storage

When Batteries Became the New Power Plants

Remember when we thought power grids needed massive turbines? Jason Burwen, the strategic architect
behind Americas energy storage revolution, flipped that script faster than a Tedla charging station. As the
former interim CEO of the Energy Storage Association (ESA) and current VP at the American Clean Power
Association, Burwen's fingerprints are all over the 2021 merger that created an $800M clean energy advocacy
powerhouse.

Why Storage Stopped Playing Second Fiddle

The 2020 California blackouts - when 3 million homes went dark - became storage's "iPhone moment”
2021 saw record-smashing 3.5GWh deployments (enough to power 300,000 homes for a day)
Grid operators started treating 4-hour battery systems like peaker plants with better dance moves

Burwen's genius? Recognizing that storage wasn't just backup singers for solar panels. His "100GW by 2030"
moonshot - equivalent to 20 Hoover Dams of flexible capacity - became the industry's North Star. "It's not
about electrons,” he quipped at a 2022 conference, "It's about making the grid as responsive as your Netflix
recommendations.”

The Merger That Changed the Game

When ESA joined forces with wind and solar heavyweights under the American Clean Power umbrella, critics
called it amarriage of convenience. Burwen saw it as creating the Avengers of clean energy. The numbers tell
the story:

Metric
Pre-Merger (2020)
Post-Merger (2023)

Policy Wins
12 state mandates
28 state + federal ITC extension

Project Pipeline
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14GW
68GW

Supply Chain Jiu-Jitsu

While others panicked about battery shortages, Burwen's team turned constraints into innovation. The
Centipede platform developed with Powin and Celestica - think LEGO for grid batteries - cut deployment
times by 40%. "We stopped trying to out-China China," he noted dryly. "Turns out modular manufacturing in
Monterrey beats container ships from Shanghai.”

The New Rules of Grid Economics

Capacity markets now value duration over megawatts
Solar+storage PPAs routinely undercut natural gas
70% of new transmission projects require storage integration

Burwen's latest move? Pushing "storage as infrastructure” through the Bipartisan Storage Act. If passed, it
could unlock $6B in transmission-linked projects - because apparently even power lines need wingmen now.

When the Batteries Outsmart Us

The real magic happens when storage systems start talking to each other. Burwen's team demonstrated this in
Texas 2023 heatwave, where a 900MW virtual power plant of home batteries acted like a giant shock
absorber. "It's not Al taking over," he joked. "Just your water heater and EV conspiring to prevent blackouts."

With 23 states now having storage mandates and FERC Order 2222 tearing down market barriers, Burwen's
100GW target suddenly looks conservative. The question isn't if storage will transform the grid - it's how fast
we can keep up with the revolution he helped ignite.

Web: https://silichicbaby.co.za
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