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When Batteries Met Policy: The Perfect Storm of 2018

Remember when energy storage was that awkward cousin at the renewable energy family reunion? The

Energy Storage Association's 2018 annual report changed that narrative faster than you can say "FERC Order

841." This pivotal year saw America's grid-connected storage deployments hit 1,233 MWh - enough to power

every Tesla Model S in California simultaneously during peak rush hour (if they'd all stop road-tripping to

Supercharger stations).

The Regulatory Earthquake: FERC Order 841

February 2018, when energy wonks traded their usual coffee for champagne. The Federal Energy Regulatory

Commission dropped Order 841 like a mic at a rap battle, requiring grid operators to:

  Create market rules for storage participation

  Recognize storage's multiple service capabilities

  Eliminate arbitrary size requirements

The Brattle Group estimated this could unlock 50,000 MW of new storage within a decade - equivalent to

replacing every gas-powered lawnmower in Texas with battery-powered alternatives.

Market Growth That Defied Gravity

While crypto bros were losing sleep over Bitcoin's volatility, storage developers were riding a smoother

growth curve. The 2018 U.S. storage market didn't just break records - it shattered previous deployment totals

from 2014-2017 combined. Consider these milestones:

By the Numbers: 2018's Storage Surge

  Q2 installations jumped 126% vs Q1 2018

  Commercial & industrial deployments grew 45% year-over-year

  Utility-scale projects accounted for 85% of new capacity

This wasn't just about lithium-ion batteries getting cheaper than avocado toast. The Energy Storage

Association's advocacy created market conditions where utilities started viewing storage as Swiss Army knife

- capable of peak shaving, frequency regulation, and renewable integration all at once.

The Ripple Effects: From Boardrooms to Grid Operations

While developers celebrated megawatt-hour milestones, grid operators were learning new tricks. CAISO

reported storage resources responding to signals 500x faster than traditional thermal plants - imagine Usain
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Bolt racing against commuter trains.

Unexpected Beneficiaries

  Solar developers: Storage turned their daytime generation into 24/7 power

  Transmission operators: Storage deferred $1B+ in grid upgrade costs

  Retail customers: Time-of-use rates became less scary

Navigating the Growing Pains

Not every story had a fairy-tale ending. The Energy Storage Association's 2018 webinar series revealed

industry anxieties about:

  Interconnection queue bottlenecks

  Fire safety standards confusion

  Value-stacking revenue uncertainties

One developer joked they needed "storage for their storage paperwork" - a nod to the 400+ pages of new

market rules flowing from FERC's order.

The Dawn of New Applications

2018's innovations went beyond lithium-ion. Flow batteries started demonstrating 12-hour discharge

capabilities, while hydrogen storage prototypes emerged as the "dark horse" candidate for seasonal storage -

though skeptics compared early hydrogen projects to Segways: technically impressive but waiting for their

perfect use case.

Web: https://silichicbaby.co.za

Page 2/2


