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Ever wondered how your thermos keeps coffee hot for hours? Now imagine scaling that concept to industrial

proportions. That's essentially what thermal energy storage (TES) does for power grids, while liquefied natural

gas (LNG) acts like the Swiss Army knife of clean energy transition. Together, they're rewriting the rules of

how we store and transport energy in a world that's simultaneously obsessed with decarbonization and energy

security.

Why This Odd Couple Makes Perfect Sense

The energy sector's equivalent of peanut butter and jelly, TES and LNG solve each other's weaknesses. Let's

break it down:

  TES systems eat excess energy for breakfast (literally - they store off-peak electricity as heat)

  LNG infrastructure moonlights as a giant thermal battery when not shipping methane

  Combined, they can smooth out renewable energy's "my solar panels nap during date night" problem

Cold Hard Cash in Cold Energy

Here's where it gets juicy. LNG needs to be cooled to -162?C (-260?F) for transport, which is exactly the

temperature range where certain TES systems shine. Japan's been playing matchmaker here since 2010:

  Osaka Gas's LNG terminal recovers 30MW of cooling power daily

  That's enough to air-condition 6,000 homes for a year

  Saves $2.8 million annually in energy costs (because who likes wasting liquid gold?)

When Thermal Batteries Meet Gas Giants

The International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA) dropped a knowledge bomb last year: TES deployment

could grow 800% by 2030. But here's the kicker - 40% of new LNG terminals now include TES integration

from day one. It's like building a garage with an EV charger already installed.

Real-World Power Couples

Germany's MAN Energy Solutions created a TES system that:

  Stores waste heat from LNG regasification

  Provides district heating for 15,000 households

  Cuts carbon emissions equivalent to taking 4,200 cars off roads
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Meanwhile in Texas, Excelerate Energy's LNG terminal uses molten salt storage (yes, the same stuff from

solar plants) to:

  Shift peak energy demand by 7 hours daily

  Provide grid stability during those infamous winter storms

  Boost terminal efficiency by 18% - basically giving their facility an energy Red Bull

The Cool Kids of Energy Tech

2024's hottest energy trends (literally and figuratively):

  Cryogenic Energy Storage: Using LNG's coldness to freeze air into energy-storing "ice batteries"

  Phase Change Materials 2.0: Bio-based waxes that melt at LNG temperatures

  Thermal Blockchain: Tracking heat transactions across LNG-TES networks

When Physics Does Stand-Up Comedy

Here's an industry joke that's actually funny: Why did the LNG tanker break up with the battery? It needed

someone who could handle its "cold shoulder" and "hot flashes" simultaneously. (Cue groans from engineers

and chuckles from physicists.)

Future-Proofing Energy Infrastructure

The U.S. Department of Energy's latest pilot project in Alaska is testing:

  Using LNG cold energy to preserve frozen food storage (talk about two birds)

  Storing summer's excess solar heat for winter LNG vaporization

  Creating microgrids that can switch between gas and stored heat faster than you can say "polar vortex"

China's taking this romance global. Their National Energy Administration now requires all new LNG import

terminals to incorporate TES capabilities. It's like mandating that every new smartphone must have a camera -

game-changing standardization.

The Numbers Don't Lie

  Global LNG trade hit 401 million tons in 2023 (up 6.7% from 2022)

  TES market projected to hit $12.5 billion by 2027
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  Combined systems achieve 92% round-trip efficiency vs. 85% for batteries alone

As we navigate this energy transition tightrope, the TES-LNG partnership emerges as an unlikely hero. From

preventing renewable energy waste to turning import terminals into thermal power banks, this synergy proves

that sometimes the best solutions come from unexpected collaborations. Now if only they could help decide

between Netflix or Hulu on Friday nights...

Web: https://silichicbaby.co.za

Page 3/3


